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THE CODE OF THE G TY

Chapter 1 GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

Sec. 1-1. How Code designated and cit ed.

The ordi nances enbraced in this and the follow ng chapters
and sections shall constitute and be designated as "The Code of
the Gty of Geenbelt, Maryland®" and may be so cited. The Code
may al so be cited as "G eenbelt Cty Code."

(Code 1971, § 1-1)

State | aw reference(s)--Odinance codification, Anno. Code
of Md., Art. 23A, 88 2(1), 17B

Sec. 1-2. Rules of construction and definitions.

In the construction of this Code, and of all ordinances, the
rules and definitions set out in this section shall be observed,
unl ess such construction would be inconsistent with the manifest
intent of the city council. The rules of construction and
definitions set out herein shall not be applied to any section of
this Code which shall contain any express provisions excluding
such construction, or where the subject matter or context of such
section may be repugnant thereto.

In the interpretation and application of any provisions of
this Code, they shall be held to be the m nimum requirenents
adopted for the pronotion of the public health, safety, confort,
conveni ence and general welfare. Where any provision of this Code
I nposes greater restrictions upon the subject matter than the
general provision inposed by the Code, the provision inposing the
greater restriction or regulation shall be deened to be
control ling.

Al'l general provisions, ternms, phrases and expressions
contained in this Code shall be liberally construed in order that
the true intent and neaning of the city council may be fully
carried out.

Charter. The terns "charter"” or "city charter" shall nean
the charter of the City of G eenbelt.

Cty. The words "the city" or "this city" shall mean the
City of Geenbelt, in Prince George's County and State of
Mar yl and.

Cty council, council. The words "city council"™ or "council™



shall mean the city council of the Gty of G eenbelt.

Code. The word "Code" neans the G eenbelt City Code as
designated in Section 1-1 of this Code.

Conmputation of tinme. The tinme within which an act is to be
done shall be conputed by excluding the first and including the
| ast day; if the last day is a Sunday or |egal holiday, it shal
be excluded. Wien the period of tinme allowed is nore than seven
(7) days, intermnedi ate Sundays and holidays shall be consi dered
as other days; but if the period of tine allowed is seven (7)
days or less, internediate Sundays and holidays shall not be
counted in conputing the period of tine.

State law reference(s)--Simlar provisions, Anno. Code of
Ml., Art. 94, § 2.

County. The words "the county” or "this county" shall refer
to Prince CGeorge's County, WMaryl and.

Gender. Words inporting one gender shall include and apply
to the other gender as well.

State law reference(s)--Simlar provisions, Anno. Code of
Ml., Art. 1, §8 7

Joint authority. Al words giving a joint authority to three
(3) or nore persons or officers shall be construed as giving such
authority to a majority of such persons or officers.

Keeper and proprietor. The words "keeper" and "proprietor”
shall mean and include persons, firnms, associations,
corporations, clubs and copartnershi ps, whether acting by
t hensel ves or through a servant, agent or enployee of sane.

May. The word "may" is perm ssive.
Month. The word "nonth" shall nean a cal endar nonth.

Nont echni cal and technical words. Wrds and phrases shall be
construed according to the common and approved usage of the
| anguage, but technical words and phrases and such others as may
have acquired a peculiar and appropriate nmeaning in |l aw shall be
construed and understood accordi ng to such neani ng.

Nunber. Words used in the singular include the plural and
the plural includes the singular nunber.

State law reference(s)--Simlar provisions, Anno. Code of
Ml., Art. 1, § 6.

Cath. The word "oath" shall be construed to include an
affirmation or declaration in all cases in which, by |law, an



affirmati on nmay be substituted for an oath, and in such cases the
words "swear" and "sworn" shall be equivalent to the words
"affirn and "affirned.”

State law reference(s)--Cath includes affirmation, Anno.
Code of Md., Art. 1, § 9.

Omer. The word "owner," applied to a building or |and,
shal | include any part owner, joint owner, tenant in common,
joint tenant or tenant by the entirety, of the whole or a part of
such buil ding or |and.

Person. The word "person" shall include a corporation,
conpany, firm partnership, association or society as well as a
nat ural person

State law reference(s)--Simlar provisions, Anno. Code of
Ml., Art. 1, 8§ 9.

Personal property. Personal property includes noney, goods,
chattels, things in action and evi dences of debt.

Precedi ng, follow ng. The words "precedi ng" and "foll ow ng"
shal | mean next before and next after, respectively.

Property. The word "property" shall include real and
personal property.

Real property. Real property shall include |Iands, tenenents
and hereditanents.

Shall. The word "shall" is nmandatory.

Si dewal k. The word "sidewal k" shall nean any portion of a
street between the curb line, or the lateral |ines of a roadway
where there is no curb, and the adjacent property |ine intended
for the use of pedestrians.

Si gnature or subscription. Signature or subscription
i ncl udes a mark when the person cannot wite, his nanme being
witten near it and witnessed by a person who wites his own nane
as W tness.

State. The words "the state" or "this state" shall be
construed to nean the State of Maryl and.

Street. The word "street"” shall include public avenues,
boul evards, hi ghways, roads, alleys, |anes, viaducts, bridges and
t he approaches thereto and all other public thoroughfares in the
city, and shall nean the entire width thereof between abutting
property lines; it shall be construed to include a sidewal k or
footpath, unless the contrary is expressed or unless such
construction would be inconsistent with the manifest intent of



the city council.

Tenant, occupant. The words "tenant” and "occupant," applied
to a building or |and, shall include any person who occupies the
whol e or a part of such building or |Iand, whether alone or with
ot hers.

Tense. Wrds used in the past or present tense include the
future as well as the past and present.

Witing. The word "writing"” shall include printing.
Year. The word "year"” shall nean a cal endar year.
(Code 1971, § 1-2)
Sec. 1-3. Catchlines of sections; references to sections, etc.

(a) The catchlines of the several sections of this Code,
printed in bol dface type, are intended as nere catchwords to
i ndicate the contents of the sections and shall not be deened or
taken to be titles of such sections, nor as any part of such
sections, nor unless expressly so provided, shall they be so
deened when any of such sections, including the catchlines, are
amended or re-enacted.

(b) Al references in
to chapters or sections of

this Code to chapters or sections are
this Code unl ess otherw se specified.

(Code 1971, § 1-3)

Sec. 1-4. Provisions considered as continuations of existing
or di nances.

The provisions appearing in this Code, so far as they are in
substance the sane as those of ordi nances existing at the tinme of
adoption of this Code, shall be considered as continuations
t hereof and not as new enact nents.

(Code 1971, § 1-4)

Sec. 1-5. Certain ordinances and resolutions not affected by
Code.

Not hing in this Code or the ordi nance adopting this Code
shall be construed to repeal or otherw se affect the validity of
any of the follow ng:

(1) Any ordinance or resolution prom sing or guaranteeing
t he paynment of noney for the city or authorizing the
i ssuance of any bonds of the city or any evidence of
the city's indebtedness;

(2) Any appropriation ordinance or resolution providing for



the levy of taxes or for an annual budget;

(3) Any ordinance annexing territory to the city or
excluding territory as a part of the city or amendi ng
the city charter;

(4) Any ordinance or resolution granting any franchise,
permt or other right;

(5) Any ordinance or resolution approving, authorizing or
otherwise relating to any contract, agreenent, | ease,
deed or other instrunent;

(6) Any zoning ordi nance;

(7) Any ordinance nam ng, renani ng, opening, accepting or
vacating streets or alleys in the city;

(8) Any ordinance |evying special assessnents;

(9) Any ordinance relating to the salaries of city officers
or enpl oyees;

(10) Any ordi nance whose purpose has been acconpli shed;

(11) Any ordinance which is special although permanent in
ef fect;

(12) Any ordinance which is tenporary although general in
ef fect;

and all such ordinances and resol utions are hereby recogni zed as
continuing in full force and effect to the sane extent as if set
out at | ength herein.

Sec. 1-6. Code does not affect prior offenses, rights, etc.

(a) Nothing in this Code or the ordi nance adopting this Code
shal |l affect any offense or act conmtted or done, or any penalty
or forfeiture incurred, or any contract or right established or
accruing before the effective date of this Code.

(b) The adoption of this Code shall not be interpreted as
authorizing or suffering any use or the continuance of any use of
a structure or premses in violation of any ordi nance of the city
in effect on the date of adoption of this Code, except as
ot herwi se provi ded.

State |l aw reference(s)--Adoption of state code does not
af fect vested rights, etc., Anno. Code of M., Art. 1, § 1.

Sec. 1-7. Effect of repeal of ordinances.



The repeal of an ordinance shall not revive any ordi nances
in force before or at the tinme the ordi nance repeal ed took
effect. The repeal of an ordinance shall not affect any
puni shment or penalty incurred before the repeal took effect, nor
any suit, prosecution or proceeding pending at the time of the
repeal, for an offense conmmtted under the ordi nance repeal ed.

(Code 1971, § 1-5)

State law reference(s)--Effect of repeal of statute on
penalty or liability previously incurred, Anno. Code of M., Art.
1, § 3.

Sec. 1-8. Severability of parts of Code.

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the city
council that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and
words of this Code are severable, and if any word, clause,
sentence, paragraph or section of this Code shall be decl ared
unconstitutional or invalid by the valid judgnment or decree of
any court of conpetent jurisdiction such unconstitutionality or
invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining words, clauses,
sent ences, paragraphs and sections of this Code, since the sane
woul d have been enacted by the city council w thout the
incorporation in this Code of any such unconstitutional or
invalid word, clause, sentence, paragraph or section.

(Code 1971, § 1-6)
Sec. 1-9. GCeneral penalty.

(a) Wenever in this Code or in any other ordinance or
resolution of the city or in any rule, regulation or order
promul gated by any officer or agency of the city under authority
duly vested in himor in any act is prohibited or is nmade or
declared to be unlawful or an offense or a m sdeneanor, or the
doing of any act is required or the failure to do any act is
declared to be unlawful or an offense or a m sdeneanor, where no
specific penalty is provided therefor, the violation of any such
provi sion of such Code or any other ordi nance or resolution of
the city or such rule, regulation or order shall be punished by a
fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00) or inprisonnment
for a termnot exceeding ninety (90) days, or by both such fine
and i nprisonnent.

(b) Except where otherw se provided, every day any violation
of such Code or any other ordinance or resolution of the city or
such rule, regulation or order shall continue shall constitute a
separate of fense.

(Code 1971, § 1-7)

Charter reference(s)--Penalty for ordinance violations, 8



3(9).

State |l aw reference(s)--Penalty for ordinance viol ations,
Anno. Code of M., Art. 23A § 3.

Sec. 1-10. Municipal infractions.

The follow ng procedures shall apply as relates to the
enforcenent of ordinances, the violations of which have been
decl ared by act of the city council to be nunicipal infractions:

(1) The city manager, any police officer or police cadet,
and any ot her code enforcenent officials authorized by
the city council to enforce provisions of this Code may
deliver a citation to any person who is adjudged to be
commtting a nunicipal infraction. A copy of the
citation shall be retained by the city and shall bear
the certification of the enforcenent official attesting
to the truth of the matters set forth in the citation.
The citation shall contain at a mninmumthe foll ow ng
i nformation:

a. Nanme and address of the person charged,

b. The nature of the infraction;

C. The | ocation and tinme that the infraction
occurred;

d. The ampbunt of the infraction fine assessed;

e. The manner, location, and tine in which the fine
may be paid to the city;

f. The person's right to elect to stand trial for the
i nfracti on.

(2) The fine for an infraction shall be as specified in the
ordi nance violated. The fine is payable by the
recipient of the citation to the city within twenty
(20) cal endar days of receipt of the citation. Al
fines shall be payable at the office of the city
treasurer.

(3) Any person receiving a citation for an infraction may
elect to stand trial for the offense by notifying the
city inwiting of his intention of standing trial at
| east five (5) days prior to the date of paynment, as
set forth in the citation. Upon receipt of the notice
of the intention to stand trial, the city shall forward
to the district court having venue a copy of the
citation and the notice of intention to stand trial.



(4)

(ord. No.

If a person receiving a citation for an infraction
fails to pay the fine for the infraction by the date of
paynent set forth on the citation and fails to file a
notice of intention to stand trial for the offense, a
formal notice of the infraction shall be sent to the
person's | ast known address. If the citation has not
been satisfied within fifteen (15) days fromthe date
of the notice, he/she shall be liable for an additional
fine equal to the original fine, thereby nmaking the
total amount to be paid twi ce the amount of the
original fine. If after thirty-five (35) days the
citation has not been satisfied, the city may request
adj udi cation of the case through the district court
havi ng venue.

948, § 1-8, 2-27-84)

Charter reference(s)--Authority to provide for infractions,

§ 3(9).

State | aw reference(s)--Minicipal infractions, Anno. Code of

Ml., Art.

23A, § 3.



